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Welcome to CPW 2019 
CPW provides “holidays that make a difference”, where you’ll find food for thought, faith and 

friends.  Our mission is to deepen our love, understanding and knowledge of God.  Why not try 
an event in 2019 and discover why people come back year after year?  Or you could attend 
our inaugural Autumn Lecture in London, open to the public, and invite your friends.   

All our events offer engaging talks and activities, prayer and socialising, in a community 
setting.  Some are for people of all ages, and others for those aged 18 and over.   

In 2019 we will be considering our understanding of 'Priesthood', both lay and ordained, 
through eleven events, on a range of themes including the Eucharist, the Church today and 
the challenge of parenting.  We are running another popular Walking Week in the Derbyshire 
Dales.  We return to familiar centres – Boars Hill near Oxford, Hyning in Lancashire and 
Kintbury in rural Berkshire – and have a Welsh all-age centre for the first time for many years: 
Plas Caerdeon near Barmouth for a CPW celebration of Easter. The Autumn weekend this 
year is in Penmaenmawr.  The regular Dora Turbin lecture will take place in spring 2020. 

You will find details of all 2019 events on pages 4-8, and a booking form on page 12.  If you 
would like extra copies of the brochure please contact the Secretary (details page 7).   

Our prices include food, accommodation, 
childcare, the centre facilities and the educational 
programme, so represent very good value for 
money.  However we know costs keep rising, and 
our Bursary Fund assists those who would otherwise 
not be able to afford to come; details on page 10.   

We do hope you will join us this year – you will 
find a warm welcome. Please contact any of the 
people mentioned in the brochure if you want to 
know more. 

Some of our events book up very quickly, so don’t 
leave it too late to get in touch. 
 

What does ‘CPW’ stand for? 

There’s more than one answer to this!   

 At the simplest level, it stands for Catholic People’s Weeks – the name we’ve had since 
the first Catholic People’s Week in 1945.   

 CPW offers a chance for Catholics to enrich and develop their faith, but warmly welcomes 
people from other faith traditions who are interested in, or in sympathy with, the Catholic 
tradition.  Our speakers come from across society.   

 CPW is run by lay People (all unpaid volunteers) for lay people, inspired by the conviction 
that we are all, ordained or not, God’s holy people.   

 Weeks is slightly misleading, as we run events of various durations!   

Every event gives us space away from our everyday concerns, to refresh our understanding of 
what it means to be a Catholic Christian today. 
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What happens at a CPW event? 

A CPW event is a chance to become, for a short time, part of a small community with a 
shared interest in deepening our understanding of what God’s people can be.  

Every CPW event is centred on a theme.   

 For adults, the theme is explored through a 
variety of talks, discussions, workshops and 
other activities.   

 For the young people at all-age events, the 
youth leaders use as many avenues as their 
ingenuity can rise to – often encompassing art, 
drama or film making.  The young people also 
have lots of straightforward fun – swimming, 
playing games and sport, as well as 
discussions. 

 Parents and guardians can be confident that their children – whatever their age – are being 
offered stimulating and enjoyable activities by a team of trained and enthusiastic helpers, 
many of whom themselves attended CPW when younger. 

 Afternoons are usually free to relax, or take a trip out.   

 Evenings offer a mixture of formal sessions, similar to those in the morning, and social 
activities, for example games, quizzes or a night hike.    

 There is usually an informal “bar” run on a self-help 
basis. 

 

Liturgy is an integral part of all CPW events.   

 Mass or another form of worship is celebrated each day 

 There are other opportunities for prayer and worship.   

 We aim to make our liturgy lively and inclusive.   

 The chaplain is an integral member of the team. 

All CPWs take place in locations that offer lots of local 
interest.   

 All-age events take place in school holidays. 

 We aim to use centres that are accessible and designed 
to accommodate the needs of young people for all-age events. 

 18+ events are in retreat centres or other locations with a calmer atmosphere. 

Photos: Discussions & liturgies at Abbot Hall 2018: ‘Speaking Truth to Power’ 

 

CPW is the abbreviated name for Catholic People’s Weeks 
Registered Charity number 241556 

Visit our new website at www.catholicpeoplesweeks.org 
CPW's Principal Officers: Anne Dixon (Chair) chaircpw@gmail.com; Lindsay Reynolds 

(Secretary) secretarycpw@gmail.com; Mike Willcox (Treasurer) treasurercpw@gmail.com 

CPW is committed to safeguarding the welfare of children, young people and 
adults at risk. 

http://www.catholicpeoplesweeks.org/
mailto:chaircpw@gmail.com
mailto:secretarycpw@gmail.com
mailto:treasurercpw@gmail.com
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Winter Weekend 

BOARS HILL 

Church at the crossroads: 
responding to challenging 
times 
15-17 February (Fri–Sun) 
18+  Fully catered 

Not for the first time in its history, the Catholic 
Church stands at a crossroads.  Declining 
attendance in the West, especially amongst 
young people, division, abuse of authority and 
power, and its moral authority at an all-time low.  
These are complex and challenging times and 
the issues need to be faced by all of us with 
honesty, openness, and transparency.  A robust 
and courageous response is needed from the 
whole church if genuine transformation and 
renewal is to be achieved.   

Chair: Helen Floyd 
Organiser: Deirdre Mahon 
Chaplain: Fr Tim Redmond 

Boars Hill is a Carmelite Priory in a tranquil 
setting with glorious views over the city of Oxford 
and pleasant walks from its doorstep.  It provides 
quiet and accessible accommodation in single 
and twin rooms. 

Information and bookings: 
Deirdre Mahon 
bookingscpw@gmail.com 

Spring Weekend 

HYNING  

Understanding the Eucharist 
22-24 March (Fri-Sun) 
18+ Partial self-help 

Giving thanks to God is at the heart of the three 
great monotheistic faiths.  For Catholics, this 
takes the form of an activity that we declare to be 
'the centre and summit of the Christian life' and 
the name we give to this activity is 'the Eucharist.'  
The Eucharist is the gathering of the People as a 
priestly people who through Christ and in the 
Spirit celebrate the new banquet, giving thanks 
and praise to the Father. But what does this 
mean for our lives? What does it mean for our 
relationships with other Christians? Is the way we 
think about this activity consistent with what we 
declare in the liturgy and what we want to 
profess? 

Chair: Mike Campbell 
Organiser: Breideen Murtagh 
Speaker: Professor Tom O’Loughlin 

The Monastery of Our Lady of Hyning, with its 
picturesque setting, simple chapel and 
welcoming Bernadine Cistercian nuns, is located 
in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in 
North Lancashire, near Carnforth.   

This event is fully booked.  To go on the 
waiting list, contact:  

bookingscpw@gmail.com 
 
  

Helpers Weekend 

KINTBURY 

Just for helpers 
12-14 April (Fri-Sun) 
18+ Partial self-help 

Are you a young person aged 18-30?  Are 
you interested in volunteering as a helper to 
ensure that the children and teenagers on 
our all-age events are looked after safely, 
grow in their love of God and have fun?  The 
Helpers Weekend provides training to build 
and strengthen our community of helpers 
who volunteer to work with the young people 
on the all-age weeks.  We will share ideas 

and good practice for devising and organising 
sessions and liturgy for the children and 
young people on the weeks.  It will also 
deliver essential safeguarding training.  And 
of course it will also be enjoyable! The 
weekend is open to current and prospective 
helpers and should be undertaken by new 
helpers intending to join a team in 2019. 

Chair: James Teague 
Organiser: Tom O’Keeffe 

The weekend takes place at St. Cassian’s 
Centre, Kintbury, (see page 6 for details) 

Information and Bookings: 
Tom O'Keeffe 
bookingscpw@gmail.com 
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Easter Long Weekend 

PLAS CAERDEON 

Celebrating the Easter 
liturgies together 
18-22 April (Thur-Mon)  
All age Self-help 

The celebrations of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Easter are at heart of the mystery 
of our faith.  On our Easter CPW we invite 
you to fully enter into the Triduum, as we 
celebrate these Great Three Days by living, 
learning and worshipping in community.   

The Easter liturgies are rich with symbolism 
and contrasts.   Children, young people and 
adults will be encouraged to prepare, 
participate and enter into these riches. The 
programme will be participatory, creative, 
prayerful, joyful, musical, physical and 
meditative.  It will include breaking bread, 
lighting fires, washing feet, watching and 
praying.  Our time together will be holy not 
because of what we will remember about 
Jesus’ last days but because of what it can 
accomplish within each one of us.  So come! 

Chair: Clare Guidi 
Organisers: James Cullen & Gabrielle 

Wenham 
Chaplain: Fr Tim Redmond  
Chief Helper: Tom O’Keeffe 

Plas Caerdeon is a Victorian mansion near 
Barmouth, set in 18 acres of woodlands 
within the Snowdonia National Park, 
overlooking the beautiful Mawddach Estuary.   
Accommodation is mostly in family rooms 
with a small number of twin rooms; fully 
accessible bedrooms are in an annex.  The 
centre has a games room and plenty of 
outdoor space, near magnificent beaches, 
mountains, and castles with many 
opportunities for walking and cycling. 

Information and bookings: 
Gabrielle Wenham 
bookingscpw@gmail.com 

Walking Week 

WILLERSLEY CASTLE 

Escape on foot 
3-7 June (Mon-Fri)  
18+ Fully catered 

We shall escape from everyday life to walk 
the Derbyshire dales.  Our base will be a 
hotel overlooking the Derwent Valley, with 
swimming pool, putting green, music room, 
table tennis and more, near Matlock, close by 
the Peak District national park and 
Abraham’s Heights.  The area offers visitors 
everything from gentle riverside walks to 
challenging hikes; we’ll take the middle way. 
Some of our paths have been walked for over 
230 years.  As we walk for relaxation and 
enlightenment we shall think of some for 
whom walking is the only way to escape war, 
violence, repression and ethnic cleansing. 
Does God walk also with them?   

Chair: Mike McGowan 
Organisers: Nikki Kearsley, Lindsay 

Reynolds 
Chaplain: Fr Tim Redmond 

Willersley Castle is a Georgian castle now 
owned by Christian Guild Hotels, near the 
picturesque town of Matlock, Derbyshire.  
There is table tennis, putting and boules as 
well as a 15m indoor pool.  Accommodation 
is mainly in single, twin-bedded and double 
rooms with a few 3/4 bedded rooms; there is 
lift access to all floors.   

Information and bookings: 
Lindsay Reynolds 
secretarycpw@gmail.com  

 
“We set out on foot, meditating on a 
reading, prayer or psalm, and 
bursting into conversation after the 
initial silent mile. An extremely 
special and calming start to the day.” 
                                                2018 Walking Week

mailto:secretarycpw@gmail.com
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Summer Week 

HYNING 

Living the sacred 
15-19 July (Mon-Fri) 
18+ Partial self help 

"Just to live is a blessing; just to be is holy” 
(Abraham Heschel). 

We are all called, by our baptism, to be 
priests in our everyday lives.  But what does 
this mean for our world?  How do we 
understand our own priesthood within our 
communities? 

In this week, we will consider how the 
concept of priesthood developed from Jewish 
and pagan roots, and how it might be re-
interpreted in the future.  We will explore the 
issues by studying the scriptures, and looking 
at how art and music have reflected historical 
understandings.  We hope to celebrate our 
common priesthood in our liturgy, and 
experience blessing and holiness together. 

Team: Anne McGough, Vin Allerton, Sr 
Teresa Brittain & Fr Peter Kinsella 

For centre details, see page 4. 

Information and bookings: 
Vin Allerton  
bookingscpw@gmail.com 
  

“I heard wonderful testimonies of 
families bringing their children up in 
the faith and saw the evidence of 
such wonderful parenting in the form 
of the young helpers who supported 
my own children in their personal 
walks with Christ. I had the time to 
think and reflect on the mysteries of 
the Trinity and how I could develop 
my own prayer life even amidst the 
noise and stresses of my daily life.” 

Summer Week 

KINTBURY 

Blessed, broken, poured 
out, shared: living 
eucharistically 
4-11 August (Sun-Sun) 
All-age Partial self-help + camping 

The Eucharist is the 'source and summit' of 
our faith.  Together we will spend the week 
exploring what it means to live eucharistically.  

At the heart of this way of living is to discover 
what it means to meet Jesus in the Eucharist. 
CPW encourages all to a full, conscious and 
active participation in the Liturgy through 
music, action, prayers, silence and 
proclaiming the Word.  While Mass 'is a 
supreme act of playfulness', we also hope to 
deepen our sense of reverence and awe, 
taking time to notice how that affects us and 
our relationship with Christ: our living bread.  

Employing a variety of methods to engage 
our heads, hearts and hands, and hearing 
from speakers and Church teaching, we will 
uncover the ways in which the Eucharist 
forms our lives and discover ideas to work on 
once we return home. 

Chair: Rebekah O'Keeffe 
Organiser: Brid Fitzpatrick 
Chaplain: Peter Hunter OP 
Chief Helpers: Lorna Fitzpatrick, Tom 

O'Keeffe 

St. Cassian’s Centre, Kintbury, run by the De 
La Salle Brothers, is set in beautiful West 
Berkshire countryside not far from Newbury.  
The village is on a national cycle route and 
has a railway station.  The centre is very 
popular with youth groups.  Its tranquil 70 
acre site is wonderful for outdoor activities.  
Camping is available on this Week.   

Information and bookings: 
Brid Fitzpatrick 
bookingscpw@gmail.com 
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Summer Week 

MALVERN 

“With great power comes 
great responsibility” 
16-22 August (Fri-Thurs) 
All age Fully catered 

So said Uncle Ben to Peter Parker. Plenty of 
other people have also said this, or words to 
this effect, including Luke (of Gospel writing 
fame). 

As parents, like Spider-Man, we too have 
great power and, consequently, great 
responsibility for our children’s future (no 
pressure). At Malvern CPW 2019 we hope to 
tackle the often daunting responsibility of 
parenting in the 21st century, with the 
emphasis on Catholic parenting. There will 
be lots of opportunity to take part in family 
faith sessions; talking, praying, singing and 
creating together, plus speakers to lead us 
through the demands we and our children 
face: from social media to mental health 
issues to schooling (to name a few). 

We invite you to join us in sharing your own 
parenting experiences, successes and 
challenges; no one has all the answers but 
together we might just find some solutions. 

Chairs: Hannah Beattie & Mary Huckfield 
Organisers: Aileen Dunlop, Tom Hennessy 
Chaplain Fr Mike Fitzsimmons 
Chief Helpers: Molly Greenshields, Anna 

Magdalena O’Brien 

The Elim centre is located in the heart of the 
Malvern Hills.  The centre’s wooded grounds 
back onto 100 miles of pathways with 
wheelchair routes and mountain bike trails.  
Accommodation is in double and twin rooms, 
and the centre has wheelchair access, gym, 
and heated outdoor swimming pool.   

Information and bookings: 
Aileen Dunlop 
bookingscpw@gmail.com 
     

TEAMS DAY, LIVERPOOL 

Working together 
Sat 21 September 

Events for 2020 (our 75th Jubilee year) are 
already being planned, and the Teams Day 
will bring together chairs, organisers and 
chaplains who will serve those events for 
further planning, prayer and formation.  

Further information:  
Lindsay Reynolds (CPW Secretary) 
secretarycpw@gmail.com  

“The young people’s liturgy was 
reassuringly excellent and engaging and 
the teenagers’ contribution to the week 
was admirable. None of this would have 
been possible without the band of 
excellent helpers.” 

Photos: Top: a few of the 2018 teams; above, 
children’s banner from all-age Autumn weekend 

mailto:secretarycpw@gmail.com
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AUTUMN LECTURE, 
LONDON 

Faith, politics and power - 
the Catholic effect in public 
life 
Tuesday 8th October at 7pm 
Maria Fidelis School, Camden, London 

Speaker: Mike Kane MP – Shadow 
Education Minister  

This lecture will be open to the public.  Mike 
Kane MP is, at the time of going to press, 
Shadow Minister for Education (schools) and 
MP for Wythenshawe and Sale East. He will 
speak to us on the impact of his faith on his 
life in politics.  As a Catholic in public life, he 
will also address the issue of faith and public 
policy.   

CPW is committed to building a responsible, 
informed and active missionary Church. We 
hope this new Autumn Lecture will enrich our 
educational offer to existing members, whilst 
extending our appeal to new audiences.  

The lecture will be held in the lecture theatre 
in the inspiring new building of Maria Fidelis 
School, Drummond Crescent, Camden, 
London NW1 1LY.  The school’s mission is 
“growing together through Christ with 
courage, confidence and dignity” and our 
lecture will be delivered in the same spirit.     
It will be followed by a reception with a light 
buffet. 

Chair: Anne Dixon 

Guests are asked please to arrive from 7pm. 
The lecture will begin at 7.30pm.  

There is no charge for this event.  To book 
your place please see the contact details 
below.   

Further information:  
Anne Dixon 
chaircpw@gmail.com 

Autumn Weekend 

PENMAENMAWR 

Living stones (1Peter 2:5) 

Rebuilding the Church on rock 

1-3 Nov (Fri-Sun) 
18+ Fully catered 

Scripture is peppered with references to 
stones. Their permanence, when all else 
has fallen away, allows a story to be told 
which would otherwise be lost.  We, as 
'living stones' are encouraged, in our 
priesthood, to build a spiritual house with 
stories of faith.   

At the close of our year imagining 
priesthood, what does our 'house' look like 
now? 

Team: Anne and Malcolm Dixon 

The Noddfa Spirituality Centre, run by Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart of Mary, is a Victorian 
mansion in lovely grounds overlooking the 
sea.  The coastal resorts and mountains of 
North Wales are close by.  Accommodation is 
mainly single or twin-bedded rooms, a few on 
the ground floor, plus stair lift to the 1st floor. 

Information and bookings: 
Malcolm Dixon 
bookingscpw@gmail.com 
  

 
Photo: Noddfa, Penmaenmawr 

  

mailto:chaircpw@gmail.com
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CPW booking details 

How much will it cost? 

 The full prices for each event are 
given in the table on page 11   

 You need to be a member of 
CPW (£15 per household, £7.50 
low income households). 

 Early booking discount of 5% if 
we receive your deposit at least 
four months before the event. 

 New member discount of 25% if this is your first CPW event. 

 For all age events, large family discount of 50% for third and subsequent children. 

 To get a quote for your overall cost, contact the organiser of the event. 

 CPW offers additional financial help from our Bursary Fund if cost is a barrier: again, contact 
the organiser or speak directly to the Assistant Treasurer (details page 12) or email 
treasurercpw@gmail.com. All enquiries are in strict confidence. 

 We are trialling an opt-in ‘automatic bursary’ for some events.  For instance, the automatic 
bursary price for an adult at Kintbury is £230 compared with the full price of £280. 

 Finally, special bursaries are available to long-term members of CPW who need a carer – 
please contact treasurercpw@gmail.com or the Assistant Treasurer (details page 12). 

Applying for an event and deposit payment 

 The updated CPW website www.catholicpeoplesweeks.org now supports online booking 
and deposit payment. 

 Alternatively you can send your application by post; complete the booking form (or a copy of 
it) (see page 12) and include a cheque for the deposit (amounts per person are given in the 
table on page 11); make the cheque payable to “Catholic People’s Weeks”. 

 Send form and cheque to the organiser of the event at the address given in the brochure. If 
you are not already a CPW member, part of your deposit will be used to enrol you. Deposits 
are not normally refundable.  

 Late bookings will be accepted if there are still vacancies. 

Paying the balance of your bill 

The balance of your account is due five weeks before the event. 

We accept two forms of payment: 

1. Cheques payable to “Catholic People’s Weeks”, sent to the organizer of the event. 

2. Electronic bank transfers to our account: sort-code 40-52-40, account number 0005261. 
Reference to include the week code, your surname and inital “eg. 
MV19 Smith J”. Week codes are given in the brochure and on the 
website. 

Please be careful, as money sent to the wrong account may not be 
easily recovered. 

NOTE: The website does not yet allow members to pay the balance 
of their accounts online. 

Account settlement is also an opportunity to make a donation to the 
Bursary Fund and/or the World Fund. 

mailto:treasurercpw@gmail.com
mailto:treasurercpw@gmail.com
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Bursary Fund and World Fund 

 To offer bursaries (including the new automatic bursaries) CPW relies on gifts to the 
Bursary Fund from members who can afford to pay extra. This money is ringfenced to 
improve financial accessibility to our members. 

 The World Fund is used for overseas projects in parts of the world which are structurally 
disadvantaged (so called “developing” or “third world” countries).  Each Week decides how 
the money it collects should be distributed – with CAFOD being the default recipient. 

 Donations to the Bursary Fund and World Fund are eligible for Gift Aid. 

Other information 

 Once you have booked the organiser of the event will be in touch to confirm your booking. 

 Email is the preferred form of communication, please inform us if you prefer to get 
information by post. 

 The team for the Week will write to you a few weeks before the event, with more specific 
information about the Week.  

 Parents may each bring one additional child who is not of their own immediate family (to all-
age events). Discounts and bursaries are not available to such children. 

 No pets, sorry. 

 Smoking is not allowed in buildings we use. Most of our centres are entirely non-smoking. 

 We try to use centres that are fully accessible, but there are exceptions. Please discuss 
specific needs (such as mobility or hearing) with the organiser. 

Not coming this year? 

 CPW works to enrich the church through educating and empowering the laity – if you want 
to contribute to this work please consider becoming a member anyway. 

 Members receive a newsletter two or more times a year, and are sent the brochure as soon 
as it is published. 

 We send out regular electronic updates to those who choose to receive them.   

 CPW is a friendly, supportive and energetic organisation, and membership brings blessings 
beyond attendance at the Weeks! 

 The subscription cost per year is £15 per household (£7.50 for households with low 
incomes). This is used to offset the running costs of the organisation. 

 Contributions in excess of £15 will 
be allocated to the Bursary Fund, 
or the World Fund (if specified). If 
you would like to subscribe by 
standing order, the Treasurer will 
be pleased to supply a form. Or 
else send your subscription to the 
Assistant Treasurer (details page 
12) by cheque payable to “Catholic 
Peoples Weeks”. 

Photo: Walking Week 2018: 
‘Generations have trod, have trod, have 

trod’
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